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Hellen Keller (August 27, 1880 – July 28, 1968) was an American author, lecturer, and disability rights activist.

From a young age she was recognized as having an extraordinary mind and she is generally considered to have
been the first deaf-blind person to have achieved competency at reading, writing, speaking, and, eventually,
understanding speech. She was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1971. Life Keller was born in
1880 in St. Louis, Missouri. As a young child, she was sent to The Perkins School for the Blind and The Keller
Institute for the Deaf and Dumb. She taught herself to read by listening to the radio. When she was 11 years
old, Keller was kidnapped from her home at gunpoint and taken to the house of German American Dr. Alton
Chase, where she was strapped to a bed and beaten over the head and abdomen. Chase had advised her

mother to send her to the country until she was fully recovered. She was not ready to return to life in America's
cities. The doctor's two sons noticed that she seemed to be fascinated by the darkness and eeriness of it, and

they gave her a supply of her favorite source of light: the lantern a doctor at the school had lent her.
Eventually, she returned to the school. In her memoir, she recalled that once home, she asked her mother to
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teach her how to write, and that her mother, nervous about the request, asked a blind friend of her husband's
to teach her. At the age of 13, Keller's sister, Margery, died of a self-inflicted gunshot wound. She became a
shell of her former self, spending most of her days in bed. Dr. Chase decided to take her back to her original
goal of teaching her how to communicate, and he took her to the Perkins School for the Blind. At age 15, she

was transferred to the School for the Deaf. It was there that she first learned to read, and at 19 she enrolled at
Gallaudet College. In 1921 she graduated from Gallaudet, where she became the first deaf-blind person to earn

a college degree. Keller worked hard at learning the art of using language.
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