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for those interested in working with electronics, mims writes about
circuit design, as well as common problems in electronics such as
power sources, how to troubleshoot battery-powered circuits, and
how to extend circuits in a variety of ways. engraving has always
been a popular hobby for both professional and amateur artists, and
the projects in this book show you how to use a variety of tools and
techniques to make 3d objects. these projects range from simple
sculptures in a variety of materials to extremely detailed models and
games. indeed, once you’ve seen an engraver at work, you may not
be able to think of the medium in the same way again. build your own
laser-armed ant-zapper, a “smart” shop that measures wind speed
and direction to track flying insects, a robot with the potential to
become a “smart” … with a gecko-inspired tail, and an experiment
that uses smoke to explore earth’s atmosphere. challenge your visual
and sensor skills by building a dusk-to-dawn camera. granted, i do not
like science, so i do not fully agree with this model. however, most
colleges that i have visited require a strong research component for
most departments. there is value in understanding the history and
methodology behind a field. my position is that you cannot have a
research or scholarship paper without the context of its background. if
you are incapable of that, then it's a good idea to seek out a
professor's advice who can. if you are a teacher, then look for books
that can be used as supplements to your classes. the other issue is
that the experiments have not been reproduced. the publisher has
done the best they could, but the lesson is that publishing is not a one-
person process.
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